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CONFIDENTIAL 25 February 1945.

Froms Commander Task Unit 78.3.8.
Tos Commander in Chief, U, S. Fleet,
Vias (1) Commander Task Group 78.3.
(2) Commander Task Force 78 (Commander SEVENTH Amphibious
Force),

Subject: Action report - Special - Sulcide Boat attack MARIVELES, P, 1. »~
16 February 1945.

Enclosure; (A) Diagram of MARIVELES FARBOR anchorage assignments, -f.s

1, Task Unit 78.,3,8 had participaied in an amphibious landing
at MARIVELES on the morning of 15 February 1945, operating with alements
of Task Group 78.3 and one Regimental Goubat Team from the 38th Division,
U, S¢ Armyz LSTs, with bulk supplies; LCTs,. loaded in preparation for the
next day's operations; LCMs, manned by Arty personnel; LSM 311, whieh had
not completed unloadingy LST 667 and the ISN 169 were in the harbor., LSH
169 had been damaged during the landing by a mine and had been anchored by
the Salvage Unit near LILIMRON COVE, The L3Ts less the GO7 were beached
at HARIVELES and the L(Ts and LCMs were anchored on the western side of the
harbor near the former Quarantine Station, The LS8T G667 and LSM 311 had
anchored in the center of the harbor, Twe LCS(L)(3)s, the 8 and 26, were
on patrol at the entrance to the harbor on a line from GORDA PCINT to CO-
CHINOES POINT. The other LCS(L)(3)s and the LCI(R)s were patrolling the
harbor area searching for mines, The area cutside of the harbor had been
declared a "NO-MANS-LAND" by CTG 78.3 and patrolling LCS(L)(3)s were warned
not to go outside of the line assigued, The USS CLAXTON and USS SAUFLEY
were patrolling to the west of LUZON firing interdictory fire for the army.
A PT patrol was to be established to the east of CORREGIDUR. The plan for
the nigshi was to anchor the LCI(R)s on the south west side of the harbor and
maintain the entrance patrol by augmenting it with the LCS(L)(3) 48 which
was to patrol the center ingide of the two-ship line.

2. At 1700, CTG, 78.3 called the LCE(L)(3) 48 close aboard and

CTU 78,348 went to the INGEAM, Flagship. It was suggested that the under-
woy patrol be secured and a tight anchored screen be established due to the
restricled operating area. CTU 78.3.8 was instructed as to conditions then
known and informed that TG 78.3 with supporting units would be cperating at
sea to the westward, After the conference CTU 78.,3.8 returned to the harbor
and made the following arrangement for the night:

(a) Anchored five (5) LuS(L)(3)s across the entrance between

DILAO POINTand GORDA POINT as shown in enclosure (A).

(b) Shifted the LST 667 and LSH 311 to berths close to the

north east side of the harbor.
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(e¢) Anchored the LCI(R)s on the south west side of the harbor.
(d) Directed striet blackout restriction within the harbor

area (later modified at the request of the Army and by direction
of CTC 78.,3) .«

(o) Set modified Condition of Readiness One on all ships of

TU 7843484

(f) Anchored the LUS(L)(3) 48y Flagshipy in a position 500 yards
inside the center of the harbor entrance acrecn,

3 At about 1830 two PTs entered the harbor and reported that their
patrol had been secured and that they had been direected to anchor in MARIVELES,
They were assigned bertil.s on the north east side in the les,

A At 2300 it was reported that the LSM 169 was dragging anchor
and being set down on the LCS(L)(3) 48 and into the anchored LCI?R)B, 1CTs and
iCHs along the south west side of the harbor. The LCS(L)(3) 43 got underway \
and maneuvered alongside the LSM. The only personnel on the LSH were five (5) {}
army men on hoard as security watch. The LOS(L)(3) 48 towed the LSH to the
center of the harbor and then sent a detail of men aboard to veer the bow cable
and attempt to anchor her securely. After veering to maximum secope available,
the LCS(L)(3) 48 cast off and anchored close by in order to check the position
of the LS., Hence, LCS(L)(3) 48 was about 1000 yards and directly in from the
LCS(L)(3) 8's position in the screen, Dim lights on shore indicated that une-
loading was still in progress ashore. The destroyers were firing at intervals
of about fifteen (15) minutes and were now also using illuminating projectiles
ever so often,

Se At about 0315 a heavy explosion occured in the approximaie
location of the LCS(L)(3) 7. This was followed almost lmmediately by a
second heavy explosion from the same locality. Heavy gunfire broke out from
the right flank of the scfeen., AL 0318 a second series of two explosions were
observed to the right of the lirst ones. The harbor entrance was obsecured
a cloud of heavy black suoke and the only thing visible was the LCS(L)(3) 7
which was burning fiezcely and spreading blazing oil on the surface of the
water, The gunfire was cbserved by the tracers to be directed to seaward
and then it shifted so that the LCS(L)(3) 48 was in the line of fire and the
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wojectiles were ricochetiing around and over her. During $hd loe atlen s
ere Lol ng uade miaet the sereen 1o deteruine the nature of tie Lrouble,
Urdere vore sent to the Lul(f)e and to the other units proasnt to vet wndere

way and be srépared te closr the hartor, TG 78,3 wap not i thatl the hartop
wag under attacik, The i(L}(3) 48 maneuvered to windward towsrd the entrarce
8o ag to be olear of the muoke. uring this serisd, other e¢xplosions ware

hoard from the vicinity of the screen, A wessaro vas recolved lrow the LU (L)(3)
27 that abe was severaly dasaged and in ‘vnediate ne«d of asslstance and podle
eal aid, The I{R) 341 which bed reported beine undersay and on Lhe sout!

woest side, was dlrected Lo go to the assistance of the (L3 27 and the
LT 647 was directed to send medics) alds 4 furthor ropord Jrom L3(3)
27 wam to the efTect th Lhe soreon had been attacked by sulcids er Toals
and that one had gotter inte the harbor. All units were 4

harbor and proevesd Lo Lthe south, W return %o the wvicinit) {

Mght., The 14270Y{(3) 27 reportsd teachsd mear COCHINDES PUiM The Lu(l)(3)

\
‘
AT A

46 wnd the LLZIL)(3) & patrelled the hurtor and barbor ent s wiile the urite
sregont ‘eparted, The "T's were directed %o establish a patrol Lo the east of the
hartor and to be alert for further atlacks, At U510, all unite sxcepst Leacled
LiTe were veported clear. LCTs and Aray 1CHg wars recovericg survivors of{ Gl
Gil) CiNT. Search had nol dlsclosed the presence of any eueuy craft withip
the hartor so the LOS(L)(3)s 8 and 48 left the herbor and sroceeded to tLio wie
cindty of LIY GL7 in oxder to screen her,

e Interrogaizon of survivors upom returs W port sceud W indleste
that the goreen wap atiacked by approximately twalve (12) suall motor boats
tileh eurried beavy demolition gharges, Tagh ahip was sbtactsd by two of thene
eralty oo coming in fron starbourd at about frane 48 and the other frew port
at Drave Gle Two struck each of the 7, 49 and 26 vhile the 27 savk Lthe flrst
two to aitack ey, Ffour sore made a Durther attack and thrss of Lhese were
punk telors they inlllcted dasages. The fourth exploded slout teenty (20) feet
out on the port alde acd frsprestation sas such &4 Lo ridile and dishein the
side for sbout 15 frares. Two deathe resalted and about twenty wounded,
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Subject: Action report < Special - Suiclde Poat attack HARIV
16 February 1945.

The Commanding Officer of the LCB(L)(3) 27, a casualty, stated
that the attacking boats were about 15 te 18 feet in length, had an armored
shield forward which 20mm fire had difficulty in piercing and ran silently.
No radar warning was had and the attack came as a complete surprise., It oe-
cured just alter moonset.

Be This was the {irst experience under fire for the maj
the officers and men in the LUS(L)(3)e and their performance of
in the ease of the LCS(L)(3) 27, was exceptional,

Ge It 1s believed that if LGS(L)(3) type vessels are {o be used

extengively for anti-small craf't sereens they should be equipped with a more
sensitive radar. Coumunication facilities are ample in the case of those
ships equipped with two TCS, two 5UR 808 sets and one SCR 610 and it is recom=
mended that all vessels of this type be so equipned. There is no data avail-
able on ammunition expenditure. Not withgtanding the shock and damnages, the
main engine and auxiliary engines in the LUS(L)(3) 27 were able to operate

at all times.

10. This Commani has no definite information reparding personnel
casualties other than that two (2) deaths were reported by the LCS(L)(3) 27,
The survivors of the sunken ships were tronsferred from this area before this
Conmand could ascertain their identities.
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CONFIDENTTAL San Francisco, California 28 February 1945
FIRST ENDORSEMENT to
CTU 78.348 Serial O
of 25 February 1945.
Frome Commander Task Group SEVEN EIGHT Point THREE
(Commander Amphibious Group NINE),.
To: Commander in Chief, United States Fleet,
Vias (1) Commander Task Force SEVEN EIGHT,
(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet,
Subject : Action Report = Special - Suicide Boat Attack
MARIVELES, PHILIPPINE ISLANDS = 16 February 1945,
1. Forwarded,
2 The operations in MARIVELES HARBOR in the late afternmoon of

D - Day presented certain problems:

(a) The character of ORANGE BEACH was such a&s to create
unsatisfactory beaching and unloading conditions for
the LSTs, with the result that there were five LSTs
on the beach only partially unloaded, Retracting
conditions were bad,

(b) Twenty=-five Army manned LCMs had to load troops and
equipment on the merning of D # 1 in MARIVELES HARBOR,
prior to 0800, for the attack on CORREGIDOR, Sunrise
was at 0720,

(¢c) The reported presence of numerous "Q" boats in the
MANILA BAY area indicated that MARIVELES HARBOR was
open to this form of attack.

3e The availeble units most suited to combat this threat were
the 1CS(L)s arranged in a close screen across the mouth of the harbor,
Due to the narrow entrance, it was considered that a close screen of an=-
chored vessels would detect approaching "QO" boats better and be able to
use their fire power better on such targets,

be The failure to detect the approach of the "Q" boats neutral-
ized the power and defense of the gunboats,

5 The performance of the LCS(L) 27 during this attack, in
sinking five "Q" boats before the damaging attack of the sixth boat put
the LCS(L) 27 out of action, indicates that the LCS(L) 27 was manned by
alert and determined officers and men, who peikformed in a very effective

b 3 G55t WL/ NGttt |

CC: CTU 78.3.8 Do STRUBIE.
Enclesure (13) é



